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DMACC- Free income tax help 
is being offered each Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Des Moines Area Community 
College Boone Campus from Jan. 
25 through April 11. DMACC 
accounting students who have 
been certified by the Internal 
Revenue Service will help 
prepare federal and Iowa 
individual income tax returns for 
qualified residents.  
 This service, called 
the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program, offers free 
tax assistance to those with 
low-to-moderate incomes (less 
than $40,000 in annual personal 
income). VITA is particularly 
interested in identifying those 
taxpayers who are eligible for 
earned income tax credits, which 
is a refundable tax credit to those 
who are low wage earners. New 
in 2007, the Iowa EITC is now 
a refundable credit. Previously, 
taxpayers had to have an Iowa 
tax liability to use the credit.
All tax returns will be 
prepared on-site at the DMACC 
Boone Campus by trained and 
certified student volunteers with 
IRS provided software. “It takes 
about 30 minutes on average to 
fill out the form,” said volunteer 
Dawn Tucker.  Each return 
will be reviewed by the site 
coordinator and, after approval 
and signature of the taxpayer, 
will be filed electronically with 
the IRS and the Iowa Department 
of Revenue. There will be no 
cost to eligible taxpayers for this 
service.
Persons interested in 
receiving this service should 
bring this year’s W-2 forms, 
interest statements from banks 
(1099 forms), copies of last 
year’s federal and Iowa tax 
returns, along with social security 
cards for all family members. 
Any other pertinent information 
regarding personal income and 
expenses for tax year 2007 
should be included.  
Interviews are on a first-
come, first-serve basis and will 
begin at 9 a.m. each Friday on the 
DMACC Boone campus at 1125 
Hancock Dr., Room 170. Parking 
is available on the north side of 
the building.  Call 515-433-5081 
for more information. 
Molly Lumley
Managing Editor
Cancer is not a word that 
anybody wants to hear when they 
go to the doctor, but for those 
who have, the American Cancer 
Society has been offering hope to 
those searching for a cure. 
According to the ACS, 
approximately 1.5 million people 
were expected to be diagnosed 
with cancer in 2007, and about 
560,000 of those people were 
expected to die. Cancer can 
strike anyone at anytime, but 
regular physicals can sometimes 
spot the early warning signs of 
this disease. 
Mary Maybee, cancer 
survivor and contact person 
for this year’s ACS fundraiser, 
“Daffodil Days,” said there are 
more and more survivors each 
year because of the research done 
by the ACS. The ACS is selling 
several combinations of daffodils 
and a teddy bear named Bea 
R. Hope. Contributions are tax 
deductible, and proceeds go to 
the ACS’s research. Payment can 
be made by cash, check, money 
order, or credit card. There is 
a registration form available at 
DMACC at the front desk.
“Daffodils are one of the 
first flowers of spring. They bring 
hope, hope that winter is gone 
and things are going to get better. 
Early or late, the daffodils will 
bloom,” said Maybee. “We’ve 
had tremendous cooperation from 
Boone, we wanted to show that 
Boone County gives hope,”  
        Maybee became passionate 
about finding a cure when 
one her grandson, Mikey, was 
diagnosed with leukemia in 1989. 
After a red spot was noticed on 
his foot, he began bone marrow 
transplants, radiation, and 
chemotherapy. Back in 1989, the 
cure rate for leukemia wasn’t as 
high as it is now. “He died when 
he was 8 and half years old. 
When he was healthy, he was a 
happy kid, he was a cub scout; he 
loved being a cub scout.” Shortly 
after Mikey was diagnosed, 
Maybee was diagnosed with 
breast cancer, and then brain 
cancer. 
“[Having cancer] really 
changes your attitude. I couldn’t 
have done that if cancer research 
hadn’t found out how to help,” 
Maybee said.
Along with the fundraiser, 
people can help by donating their 
time to the Relay for Life teams. 
For Jerrine McCaffery, English 
professor on the DMACC Boone 
campus and publicity chairperson 
for the Relay for Life committee, 
searching for a cure is a priority. 
McCaffery was diagnosed with 
breast cancer 9 years ago, and 
has had many family members 
die from cancer.  
“It’s such a good cause, 
but we really need more 
volunteers,” McCaffery said. She 
said the committee has around 
20 members. The committee 
Cancer survivor helps in fight for cure
host events such as the Pink 
Ribbon Tea last October, to raise 
awareness and funds. 
McCaffery urged people 
to get involved with the Relay 
for Life event hosted on June 
21, 2008, at Goeppinger Field 
in Boone, and she believes 
that DMACC should form a 
team. Teams need to consist 
of a minimum of 8 members, 
and during the relay, each team 
keeps one member on the track 
at all times. McCaffery said that 
DMACC had a team last year, 
but there aren’t enough people 
volunteering to form a team this 
year. 
Cancer is a devastating 
disease, but there is hope for a 
cure someday. “Gold and yellow 
daffodils are the hope of spring 
and the hope for a cure,” said 






Guitar Heroes in the Courter Center
Photo: Eden Hinrichs
Curtis Meyers and Nolan Malmquist practice Guitar Hero in the Courter Center last Thursday. The 
Boone Campus held a Guitar Hero contest that night.
Patrick Hamm
Contributing Writer
Students had mixed reviews 
over the SAC sponsored Guitar 
Hero tournament held Jan. 31, in 
the Courter Center. 
The game was available for 
students to play throughout the 
week. A crowd could be seen 
around the big screen TV where 
students showed off their Guitar 
Hero skills. The Guitar Hero 
champions were John Lowe and 
Trista Hall. 
“Other than the fact I got 
tired of hearing “Slow Ride,” I 
liked it, even though I sucked 
[at it]. It was fun to watch,” said 
student Hope Burket.
“I love this game, so I 
figured I‘d see how I fared.” said 
culinary arts major, Curtis Myers. 
“I love most of these songs so 
I already have the rhythm and 
notes in my head.” Myers’ best 
note streak was 863. “I was in the 
zone,” said Meyers. 
Though the game was well 
received by many students, some 
felt that the tournament could 
have been set up differently. 
“It seemed like they were 
making it up as they went 
along. The scoring methods in 
the tournament didn’t make a 
lot of sense,” said student and 
participant, Jake Balough. “The 
winner didn’t even go to this 
school, but there were some 
really good [players] there.”
“I knew Guitar-Hero is a 
student favorite, but I really just 
wanted the students to play and 
[spend more time interacting in 
the Courter Center]. I didn‘t care 
about a tournament,” said Steve 
Krafcisin, the SAC advisor. 
The flat-screen TV was 
rented from Rent-a-Center for 
$200/wk. The other option was 
to rent an official arcade gaming 
system for $3000. Krafcisin 
said that the tournament was 
organized “loosely.”
“If they want a ridiculously 
large turn out they should move 
to Halo 3,” said student Stephen 
Miskell. “I really liked it though; 
it was a lot of fun.”
Krafcisin is looking into 
getting a Nintendo Wii. Krafcisin 
says that he is open to feedback 
and suggestions about Courter 
Center student activities. He 
can be contacted by e-mail at 
sjkrafcisn@dmacc.edu. 
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DES MOINES – The presidents 
of Grand View College, Drake 
University and Des Moines Area 
Community College signed 
a new admission partnership 
agreement geared at helping 
more students earn a four-year 
degree and encourage them to 
live and work in Central Iowa.
DMACC students planning 
on transferring to either Drake 
or Grand View can apply for 
the program.  Once accepted, 
these students will benefit from 
a number of Transfer Resource 
Initiative Program opportunities. 
Some that will better help 
connect students to their transfer 
institution include: dual advising 
for timely progress towards 
graduation, early orientation and 
registration for the first semester 
of transfer, library and email 
access, participation in campus 
organizations and student activity 
passes.   
“We hope to make an impact 
on Iowa’s ‘brain drain’, students 
leaving Central Iowa once they 
graduate from college, resulting 
in a greater pool of well-educated 
professionals who are committed 
to living and working in our 
community. Our partnership 
should be a significant advantage 
for growing and attracting 
businesses,” said David Maxwell, 
the Drake University President.
The program will require 
TRI-students to meet with 
advisors from both institutions 
each semester and maintain a 
minimum grade point average to 
stay in the program. If students 
follow the transfer plan provided 
by their advisors, it may be 
possible to earn a bachelor’s 
degree within two years of 
Colleges sign milestone agreement designed to improve Iowa workforce
DMACC’S FALL SEMESTER PRESIDENT’S LIST
Des Moines Area Community College President Rob Denson recently released the names of students eligible for the Fall Semester President’s List.  To be eligible, a student must have earned a 4.0 
grade point average. Those recognized from the DMACC Boone Campus include:
DMACC’S FALL SEMESTER DEAN’S LIST
Des Moines Area Community College President Rob Denson recently released the names of students eligible for the Fall Semester Dean’s List.  To be eligible, a student must have earned a 3.5 to 3.99 
grade point average. Those recognized from the DMACC Boone Campus include:
Krystyna Abbott, Liberal Arts
Sarvesh Anavkar, Liberal Arts
Christina Babcock, Pre-Nursing
William Barker, Civil Engineering Technology
Laura Beckett, Liberal Arts
Martha Boese, Pre-Nursing
Nicolas Briseno, Criminal Justice
Ginger Brooks, Criminal Justice
Laura Carpenter, Liberal Arts
Sheri Carter, Liberal Arts
Jianru Chen, Liberal Arts
Sambath Chey, Liberal Arts
Emily Claghorn, Liberal Arts
Joseph Claibourn, Human Services
Karla Coellner, Pre-Nursing
Ginnie Coleman, Pre-Nursing
Calista Crouthamel, Liberal Arts
Tricia Dauterive, Liberal Arts
Jeffrey DeBruin, Land Surveying
Bethany Drury, Liberal Arts
Angela Eberle, Liberal Arts
Adrian Elliott, Liberal Arts
Joanna Elliott, Liberal Arts
Jenny Albaugh, Human Services
Kurt Alexander, Associate Degree Nursing
Fransisca Alimoeddin, Pre-Nursing
Jade Anfinson, Liberal Arts
Jacob Astor, Criminal Justice
Joseph Athian, Liberal Arts
Karla Baez, Liberal Arts
Ethan Bailey, Liberal Arts
Elizabeth Baker, Liberal Arts
Beth Barrick, Liberal Arts
Kayla Behling, Fitness & Sports Management
Andrew Beier, Liberal Arts
Jill Berg, Liberal Arts
Cecil Berry, Liberal Arts
Allison Berthel, Pre-Nursing
Kayla Black, Liberal Arts
David Boeckman, Business Administration
Eric Boel, Fire Science Technology
Joshua Bomett, Liberal Arts
Dana Bonde, Liberal Arts
Mark Bonnell, Civil Engineering Technology
Jessica Bonthuis, Liberal Arts
Brittany Borrill, Accounting Certificate I
Matthew Bracelin, Business Administration
Rebbecca Branham, Criminal Justice
Benjamin Braymen, Criminal Justice
Richard Breese, Civil Engineering Technology
Lisa Brekke, Liberal Arts
Susan Brickner, Accounting Paraprofessional
Jeremy Brokaw, Liberal Arts
Grant Burns, Business Administration
Jeffrey Bush, ASSET - Ford
Allie Busse, Liberal Arts
Bradley Buster, Liberal Arts
Imran Butt, Liberal Arts
Heather Carpenter, Liberal Arts
Ruth CastroSantana, Practical Nursing
Jane Cavanaugh, Business Administration
Marrona Chesnut, Pre-Nursing
Mark Cirks, Fitness & Sports Management
Shannon Clayton, Liberal Arts
Allison Cooley, Pre-Nursing
Donald Cox, Liberal Arts
Joshua Crim, Liberal Arts
Emily Cue, Liberal Arts
Garrett Cummings, Liberal Arts
Darwin Curl, Business Information Systems
Karen Daughenbaugh, Business Administration
Lauren Davis, Liberal Arts
Matthew Dawdy, Liberal Arts
Kaitlyn De Vries, Liberal Arts
Tiffany DeCook, Architectural Technology
Shelby DeNeice, Liberal Arts
Amanda Dearden, Criminal Justice
Angelic Degeneffe, Pre-Nursing
Connor Delaney, Liberal Arts
Mike Dew, Business Administration
Likeisha Dotson, Associate General Studies
Samantha Duncan, Liberal Arts
Adam Egeland, Business Administration
Lance Elliott, Entrepreneurship
Zachariah Enos, Liberal Arts
Willi Estrella, Associate General Studies
Ryan Evans, Business Administration
Sarah Evans, Associate General Studies
Stephanie Evans, Pre-Health Occupations
Grace Fellmet, Liberal Arts
Bartholomeusz Fernando, Liberal Arts
Farron Fiedler, Liberal Arts
Grayson Flint, Civil Engineering Technology
Brian Foltz, Land Surveying
Zachary Foltz, Liberal Arts
Sean Foster, Liberal Arts
Bobbi Gannon, Liberal Arts
Sarah Garner, Pre-Nursing
Steven Gelder, Practical Nursing
Courtney Giles, Pre-Nursing
Alyssa Gitch, Respiratory Therapy
Ryan Gordon, Architectural Technology
Michele Gray, Accounting & Bookkeeping
Connor Green, Liberal Arts
Adam Gregersen, Liberal Arts
Lindsay Greiner, Liberal Arts
Keith Grewcock, Civil Engineering Technology
Erica Gross, Practical Nursing
Nicholas Gurwell, Criminal Justice
Aubry Hall, Biotechnology
Seth Hall, Pre-Nursing
Charles Halverson, Business Administration
Amy Hampton, Criminal Justice
Jacob Harden, Criminal Justice
Elisa Harman, Business Administration
Sondra Harness, Liberal Arts
Paige Harris, Liberal Arts
Megan Harrison, Liberal Arts
Cristyne Harwood, Pre-Nursing
Michael Heilman, Liberal Arts
Angela Hoffman, Criminal Justice
Taralyn Hoflen, Pre-Health Occupations
Andrea Holst, Liberal Arts
Toni Hopkins, Criminal Justice
Ashlee Hove, Liberal Arts
Dana Hunt, Liberal Arts
Colin Hurd, Liberal Arts
Paul Jacobs, Business Administration
Angela Jansen, Pre-Nursing
Molly Jay, Liberal Arts
Jay Jensen, Fitness & Sports Management
Aryn Jewell, Liberal Arts
Juanita Jincks, Liberal Arts
Joseph Johns, Fire Science Technology
Christi Kauffman-Kernohan, Liberal Arts
Kelly Kaufman, Liberal Arts
Oliver Keeling, Liberal Arts
Matthew Kempin, Liberal Arts
Angela Killen, Liberal Arts
Holly Kilstrom, Accounting Paraprofessional
Tadd Kingsbury, Accounting & Bookkeeping
Brad Kitzman, Liberal Arts
Milena Krstajic, Liberal Arts
Nichelle Kruse, Liberal Arts
Catherine Kubik, Liberal Arts
Therese Kuster, Liberal Arts
Brooke Kvach, Criminal Justice
Jeremy Lass, Liberal Arts
Jeong Yong Lee, Liberal Arts
Michelle Leininger, Mgt. Information Systems
Jason Lewis, Liberal Arts
Dong Li, Pre-Nursing
Ashley Linduski, Liberal Arts
David Locasha, Legal Assistant
Amy Longenecker, Liberal Arts
Melany Lovin, Pre-Nursing
Adam Lucas, Liberal Arts
Andrew Lucchesi, Practical Nursing
Barnabas Lundberg, Liberal Arts
Lydia Lundberg, Liberal Arts
Tabitha Lundberg, Liberal Arts
Kelly Maher, Practical Nursing
Stephanie Mammen, Liberal Arts
Erica Marquette, Liberal Arts
Justine Martin, Human Services
Jacqulyn Mather, Associate Degree Nursing
John Mayse, Business Administration
Sean McHugh, Liberal Arts
Jacob McLaughlin, Liberal Arts
Crystal McLey, Associate General Studies
Caroline Meyer, Administrative Assistant 
Sarah Meyers, Practical Nursing
Seth Meyers, Practical Nursing
Stephen Miskell, Liberal Arts
Megan Mohr, Business Administration
Tad Morris, Liberal Arts
Kristi Mortvedt, Liberal Arts
Amy Nelson, Pre-Nursing
Laura Niebuhr, Pre-Nursing
Tonja O’Donnell, Liberal Arts
Sean O’Neal, Liberal Arts
Ryan Obrecht, Civil Engineering Technology
Cody Olson, Business Administration
Anna Osmundson, Liberal Arts
Katie Ott, Liberal Arts
Abby Peckham, Practical Nursing
Jared Peterson, Liberal Arts
Angela Pickering, Pre-Health Occupations
Rachel Pickett, Liberal Arts
Ashley Platt, Liberal Arts
Kelsi Poole, Liberal Arts
Cassandra Prindle, Liberal Arts
Patrice Pulica, Liberal Arts
Gabrielle Putzier, Liberal Arts
Julie Reetz, Liberal Arts
Jennifer Reinart, Accounting Paraprofessional
Laura Rich, Pre-Nursing
Dawn Ridder, Pre-Nursing
Matthew Risberg, Business Administration
Ellie Ritscher, Liberal Arts
Brandy Roberts, Medical Transcriptionist
Elizabeth Roberts, Liberal Arts
Ashley Robinson, Liberal Arts
Jocelyn Roe, Liberal Arts
Brittany Roetman, Liberal Arts
Ashley Runge, Liberal Arts
Michael Sande, Business Administration
Karolyn Sanford, Assoc. Degree Nursing
Cynthia Sari, Liberal Arts
Dean Sayre, Liberal Arts
Nichole Schall, Criminal Justice
Lucas Schaudt, Liberal Arts
Stephany Scheuring, Liberal Arts
Joshua Schmidt, Liberal Arts
Melanie Schrader, Liberal Arts
David Ellis, Liberal Arts
Michelle Emmons, Criminal Justice
Pamela Ernwine, Civil Engineering Technology
Adell Fellmet, Liberal Arts
Matthew Ferris, Land Surveying
Mitchell Gage, Liberal Arts
David Godfrey, Liberal Arts
Chad Gubbels, Liberal Arts
Emily Hansen, Business Administration
Mary Harrigan, Liberal Arts
Janelle Hartwig, Liberal Arts
Judith Hillman, Associate General Studies
Amal Hleihel, Liberal Arts
Lynn Holman, Liberal Arts
Natasha Hoover, Liberal Arts
Aleesha Hopkins, Liberal Arts
Peter Huffman, Liberal Arts
Annelise Ihle, Liberal Arts
Christina Ihle, Pre-Nursing
Katie Jaehrling, Liberal Arts
Craig Jimerson, Land Surveying
Nicole Jones, Liberal Arts
Piper Karls, Land Surveying
Melinda King, Liberal Arts
Amy Knight, Pre-Health Occupations
Carol Knutson, Liberal Arts
Kelly Leichliter, Business Administration
Michael Leland, Pre-Nursing
Yen-chih Lin, Liberal Arts
Gina Lorenz, Liberal Arts
Shawn Martin, Business Administration
Emily McCaffery, Liberal Arts
Rebecca McDowell, Liberal Arts
Brittney McKowen, Liberal Arts
Darla Michael, Liberal Arts
Susan Modica, Associate General Studies
Nicole Moklestad, Liberal Arts
Ranae Mortenson, Civil Engineering Technology
Linda Mui, Liberal Arts
Alicia Murphy, Practical Nursing
Ashley Murray, Pre-Nursing
Krystal Myers, Accounting & Bookkeeping
Kevin O’Meara, Liberal Arts
Shana Palmer, Criminal Justice
Julie Parnau, Liberal Arts
Nicholas Parris, Criminal Justice
Kyle Patrick, Fitness & Sports Management
Teresa Patton, Legal Assistant
Kandi Rappe, Criminal Justice
Joanna Rentschler, Administrative Assistant
Joel Richardson, Accounting Paraprofessional
Anna Rinehart, Liberal Arts
Deborah Schwalenberg, Liberal Arts
Cindy Sloan, Early Childhood Education
Tammy Smith, Liberal Arts
Bret Stensland, Liberal Arts
Mysty Stumbo, Liberal Arts
Ashley Summerfield, Administrative Assistant
Linda Tesdall, Liberal Arts
Lora VanDePol, Pre-Nursing
Katie Walquist, Liberal Arts
Brandi Westpfahl, Liberal Arts
Kimberly Williams, Liberal Arts
Rachel Wolf, Business Administration
Daniel Wright, Liberal Arts
Sherri Yanders, Business Administration
Gregory Young, Civil Engineering Technology
Tracy Zaleski, Pre-Nursing
Amber Schulze, Associate General Studies
Steve Schulze, Liberal Arts
Jamie Scott, Liberal Arts
Alyssa Shafer, Liberal Arts
Ashley Shaw, Human Services
Joshua Sheets, Liberal Arts
Keith Shimp, Liberal Arts
Rachana Shrestha, Pre-Nursing
Jamie Sickles, Liberal Arts
Zachary Silvus, Liberal Arts
Debra Smalley-Dunne, Pre-Nursing
Casey Smith, Liberal Arts
Colleen Smith, Business Administration
Vickie Spears, Pre-Mortuary Science
Jeremy Sprecher, Liberal Arts
Amanda Stephenson, Criminal Justice
Jesse Stielow, Land Surveying
Sara Strom, Criminal Justice
Jarrod Strowig, Telecommunications Technology
Amanda Stuber, Liberal Arts
Brett Stupp, Civil Engineering Technology
Michelle Swan, Pre-Nursing
Joey Terpstra, Associate General Studies
Amber Testroet, Criminal Justice
Kimberly Thissen, Liberal Arts
Melissa Thompson, Business Administration
Amanda Thrap, Liberal Arts
Lisa Tourtellott, Liberal Arts
David Trevillyan, Liberal Arts
Jamie Trogdon, Criminal Justice
Jennifer Trosky, Business Administration
David Truckenmiller, Liberal Arts
Barbara Truitt, Pre-Dental Occupations
Angie Tschida, Criminal Justice
Avery Tyler, Liberal Arts
Adam Uhl, Liberal Arts
Joel VanKooten, Marketing
Kelly VanWyk, Pre-Dental Occupations
Brian Vanbrogen, Civil Engineering Technology
Dannelle Vannorsdel, Early Childhood Education
Shakena Varnell, Pre-Nursing
Donald Varner, Criminal Justice
Becky Voas, Liberal Arts
Penny Waddingham, Liberal Arts
Felicia Wagner, Practical Nursing
JoEllen Walker, Practical Nursing
Elizabeth Wandling, Liberal Arts
Kyle Wandling, Liberal Arts
Traci Warner, Pre-Dental Occupations
Heather Wastell, Early Childhood Education
Crystal Watson, Liberal Arts
Caitlin Weaver, Liberal Arts
Sarah Webster, Liberal Arts
Amanda Westrum, Accounting Paraprofessional
Michelle White, Liberal Arts
Emma Wickland, Accounting Paraprofessional
Brittany Wilkey, Liberal Arts
Rachel Wilkey, Liberal Arts
Kyle Williams, Criminal Justice
Kelly Wilson, Associate General Studies
Anthony Wood, Liberal Arts
Philip Wood, Civil Engineering Technology
Lara Yungclas, Liberal Arts
full-time study after earning an 
associate’s degree from DMACC.
DMACC students can 
choose from more than 60 
academic majors at Drake or 
Grand View. To register online, 

























finding out which schools have 
the	program	the	students	are	
searching	for.	She	said	that	it	is	



































































































































































































































































Valentine’s gift for 
a special gal can not 
only be stressful, it 
can be detrimental 
if you don’t put 
some thought 
into the gift. Some questions to 
address are prices and how long 
you’ve been together. In a serious 
relationship, one might consider 
putting more meaningful 
thoughts into a gift. 
For a newer relationship, 
Eden Hinrichs and Jessi Smith
Staff Writer and Executive Editor
The guy 
in your life 
should be 
shown that he 
is appreciated 
this Valentine’s 
Day. Guys can be more difficult 
to buy for than girls at times. Not 
all guys are into jewelry, and not 
all are into sports. Knowing who 
your guy is on the inside is the 
key to making this Valentine’s 
Day one to remember.
Home-cooked meals can be 
a great way to let your man know 
What to do for females on Valentine’s Day
you need to attach the message, 
“I’m glad that I’m with you,” 
without sounding clingy. If 
you are thinking about getting 
serious, you should say, “I want 
this to last,” without sounding 
desperate. 
Never underestimate the 
power of music. Burning a 
custom CD might sound like a 
cheap cop out, but if you include 
her favorite songs, along with a 
few that make you think of her, 
it can be meaningful. Wrap the 
CD in pretty paper, add a bow for 
flair, throw in some chocolates 
and a balloon and you are set.
For the girl who enjoys a 
quite night with her companion 
try a heart-shaped fondue kit. 
Bring chocolate or cheese and 
appropriate dipping foods, and 
you will have a romantic at-home 
gift that will be sweet to the taste 
and the heart.
Jewelry is always a do; 
however, rings can give the 
wrong impression, and you don’t 
want to accidentally get the 
wrong size. Try a personalized 
necklace or bracelet. This works 
especially well for those women 
who already have everything and 
seem impossible to buy for. 
If your gal has been stressing 
out over classes and work, 
sending her to a spa can be the 
best way to show her that you 
understand her troubles and want 
to help her relax. It also lets her 
know that you feel she deserves 
to be pampered. Massages are 
relatively inexpensive and are 
hard for any woman to pass up. 
Teddy bears and other 
traditional stuffed animals are 
cute, but they don’t show any 
real emotion. Roses have become 
extremely cliché as well. Try 
bright, spring flowers like daisies 
or lilies instead. Giving her a live 
plant can convey the message 
that your relationship is strong. 
Not only does it add to the feng 
shui of any room, it lasts, unlike 
bouquets that die in a week and 
get tossed to the curb. 
Don’t rule out the classic 
dinner and movie combo. But 
make sure it isn’t to the same 
restaurant you took her to the 
weekend before; Valentine’s Day 
needs to be special. To make the 
night unforgettable; write and 
recite a poem or song for her. 
Letting her know how you feel 
in your own words wins over the 
best Hallmark has to offer.
Valentine’s gifts for the guy in your life
how much you care. Pick a fun 
recipe and do some research on 
what side dishes and drinks pair 
well with it. Can’t cook? Try 
ordering in his favorite food and 
setting up a nice candle-lit meal; 
always pair with music and mood 
lighting.
Buying CDs can be tricky, 
it’s hard to know which ones a 
person might already have. If you 
don’t want to risk it, try making a 
fun mix of your own that he can 
listen to in the car. Remember to 
follow the mixed CD rules: never 
put more than two songs from the 
same artist on a mix, if you do 
have two, make sure they are at 
least 6 songs apart. 
When buying cologne, try 
not to experiment too much. If 
he has a particular scent that he’s 
fond of, try another from the 
same brand or a scent that smells 
similar. Just because you like a 
certain smell doesn’t mean that 
he does. Sometimes it is best 
not to stray too far from what he 
likes.
Giving clothing can seem 
impersonal, but if you find a 
witty T-shirt that reminds you of 
him, go for it. The general rule 
for clothes is, unless he asked for 
something specific, its best not to 
try to pick out clothing for your 
partner. 
Being sporadic and a little 
childish can create some amazing 
memories. Try laser tag or black 
light mini golf for some good, 
old fashioned fun that is sure to 
make him smile. 
If he’s an avid reader, look 
for books about his favorite 
things like sports, music, art, or 
ancient cultures. Not only will a 
book give him something to read 
if he’s bored, but it’s a great way 
to show that you know what he’s 
into.  
Gift baskets might seem a 
little old fashioned, but filling 
a strategically decorated basket 
with his favorite things will be 
both enjoyable and fun. You 
can put anything from DVDs 
to his favorite bath soap into it. 
Candy and gift cards make great 
additions as well. 
For those who are extremely 
busy and don’t have a lot of 
time to prepare a meal or search 
for trinkets, a movie is always 
a nice alternative. Maybe there 
is a movie he’s been dying to 
see. Surprise him with tickets 
for the both of you. Sure the 
movie might suck for you, but a 




Being in college is a lot like 
being abandoned on an island 
with a large group of random 
people and a few acquaintances. 
You start out wide-eyed and 
frantic and try to take everything 
in while your head reels with 
ideas and questions that you can’t 
seem to convey to anyone else 
even though everyone around 
you is going through the same 
thing.
I came back to school after 
taking a year and a half off to 
join the army, travel and fail at 
life a couple of times. It was a 
great experience, but trying to 
jump back into books, studying 
and social interaction was not as 
smooth of a transition as I had 
imagined it to be. I was sucked 
into the newsroom and found 
myself surrounded with all sorts 
of new concepts and career 
potentials. I watched writers 
come and go as I dove head first 
into a new notch in life. 
The paper gave me a sense 
of belonging and the ability to 
use my voice in a way that I had 
never considered. Now I’ve taken 
the position of executive editor 
of the Banner News, and I’m 
finding that I’m still a lot greener 
than I had previously perceived 
myself to be. Being in charge 
is not all that it is cracked up to 
be. On top of that, much like the 
people on the island that have no 
survival skills, I was not ready 
to take over such a position of 
importance and responsibility. 
But here I am, so now it’s time 
to make the most out of the time 
that has been given to me. 
The first issue came out 
with very few delays or major 
road blocks and that made my 
newsroom extremely thrilled. 
It was great to see that I might 
make it out of this position alive 
after all. The review of our first 
issue came from a former student 
who has been reviewing our 
paper for years now. We were 
not pleased. A few of my writers 
were bashed quite harshly and 
a small uproar echoed through 
the office. This was my first 
opportunity to act like an editor 
as opposed to a co-worker or 
friend. I took the situation firmly 
and got those involved to calm 
down and think objectively. It 
was sort of scary to have to stand 
up and say to my peers, “You 
need to chill out.”
I may be green, but when 
push comes to shove I will be 
victorious. This balancing act 
of school, the paper, work and 
family is overwhelming at times 
for all, I’m sure. I’ve found that 
there is no right way to tackle 
any of it. We all have to find our 
own way in life. Though the first 
issue review hurt a few of my 
writers, I can sit back and say 
that I’m proud of them despite 
any and all circumstances. And 
personally, I think the issue 
turned out beautifully. 
Now I’ve been on the island 
long enough to know how to 
create fire out of wet wood, this 
survival thing isn’t as bad as I 
thought. 
Don’t tell me I’m green to the ways of the world -- I already know I am
Photo: Banner News
Five Boone campus students visited the legislature to lobby for community colleges. Students from 
left to right are Chris Brown, George Cyr, Meighan Brown, Karen Elliot and Aaron Dooley.





This tried and true recipe can 
be the perfect way to any man 
or woman’s stomach. Not only 
is it convenient for the season, 
but with the proper initiative, 
chocolate covered strawberries 
can be an ideal snack when 
company is expected. It is also 
the perfect way to say I love you 
to that special someone
Ingredients and equipment:
1 16oz. Bag milk chocolate
1 16oz. Bag semi-sweet or dark 
chocolate  
1 16oz. Bag white or vanilla 
chocolate
Warning: when choosing a 
brand of chocolate chips use a 
trusted brand, using unknown 
brands may lack the proper 
density required for the recipe.
3 small sauce pans
6 tablespoons of shortening 
Wax paper
Two small pronged forks
One or two metal sheet pans
Okay, what now?
Place each bag of chocolate 
in a different pan and set each 
burner on a low to medium 
setting. Then add 2 tablespoons 
of shortening to each pan and stir 
it carefully into the chocolate. 
You can adjust the heat to high if 
you wish to get a quicker melt, 
however be very careful with 
the white chocolate because it 
burns easily which may cause 
discoloration to the chocolate.  
Both darker chocolates will melt 
rather easily; however, the white 
chocolate will take a considerable 
amount of patience to melt 
properly.
While your chocolate is 
melting wash your strawberries 
gently. Make certain to keep 
the stems attached for aesthetic 
proposes. However if you are 
going to fully submerge the 
strawberry remove the stem. 
Tear enough wax paper to 
cover the metal sheet and prepare 
for dunking fun.
When the chocolate it 
melted to a thick sauce, carefully 
dunk each strawberry, making 
certain that enough chocolate has 
covered the strawberry. Then set 
the strawberry carefully on the 
wax paper. DO NOT move the 
strawberries once you have set 
them on the paper! If you do you 
risk tearing all the chocolate off 
the strawberry.
You can dip them separately 
or mix and match chocolates. 
For a more decorative approach, 
drizzle the chocolate of the 
opposing color over the 
strawberries in patterns of your 
choice. 
Set the trays of finished 
strawberries into the refrigerator 
on a level surface and let set 
overnight. After the chocolate 
has set, the strawberries will peel 




Auditions have come and 
gone, choosing a cast for the all 
female production of “The Odd 
Couple.” 
“We have some good mix of 
old and new people,” said Kay 
Mueller. 
Stage veteran, Patty 
Rockwell, will play Olive 
Madison, whose slovenly ways 
drives her counterpart, Florence 
Unger, absolutely batty. 
Unger is played by another 
veteran to the stage, Lauren 
Vidimos. This off-the-wall 
comedy will premier on April 11 
and 12 at 7:30 p.m.
“The Odd Couple” started 
out as a hit Broadway play 
written by Neil Simon in 1965. 
After the play gathered 
extreme popularity, it became 
a movie in 1968, with screen 
legends Jack Lemmon (as Felix) 
and Walter Matthau (as Oscar). 
However, as the play moved from 
the stage to the silver screen, the 
set changed from primarily being 
set in the apartment to filming in 
different places.
 The play then progressed 
into a hit television show in 
1970, lasting five seasons and 
114 episodes. The success came 
to an end in 1975. 
Seven years later another 
unsuccessful version of “The 
Odd Couple” using an all African 
American cast aired on ABC 
called “The New Odd Couple,” 
which lasted only a meager 13 
episodes.
“The Odd Couple” is a story 
of two very different people 
living in a cramped space with a 
very humorous outcome. 
“It’s hilarious!” said actress 
Lauren Vidimos. “The cast is so 
fun!”
The excitement is contagious 
among the cast as they start this 
stage classic.
Director casts female version of ‘The Odd Couple’ 
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 DMACC- The first ever 
“DMACC Dash for Cash” will be 
held at half-time of the DMACC 
men’s basketball game against 
North Iowa Area Community 
College (NIACC) on Sat., Feb. 9, 
in the DMACC Boone Campus 
Gymnasium.  Tip-off for the 
game starts at 4 p.m.
            At half-time of the men’s 
game, four selected individuals 
will have a chance to grab and 
keep as many of the 1,000 one-
dollar bills that will be scattered 
across the gym floor as they can 
within a set time period.  
            Everyone who attends 
the DMACC women’s basketball 
game against NIACC, which 
starts at 2 p.m., Feb. 9, can 
complete a free entry slip. Entry 
slips will be collected throughout 
the women’s game and until there 
is 10 minutes left before half-
time of the men’s game.  At that 
time, four names will be drawn.  
Those four will compete in the 
“DMACC Dash for Cash” event.
            All DMACC students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and friends 
are invited to participate in the 
contest, which is sponsored by 
the DMACC Foundation and 
Alumni Association. However, 
all DMACC Foundation staff and 
Foundation board members are 
ineligible to participate.  
            Tickets to the game cost 
$5 for adults and $2 for students.  
All DMACC students, faculty 
and staff are free with a DMACC 
ID.  For more information, 
contact DMACC Foundation 
Executive Director Ganesh 
Ganpat at (515) 964-6447.
Pick up some extra cash Saturday -- off the gym floor
Maintains a 4.0
DMACC women’s basketball 
player Brittney McKowen 
of Fairbank has been named 
the Iowa Community College 
Athletic Conference Scholar 
Athlete of the Week.
McKowen, who played at 
Wapsie Valley High School in 
Fairbank, hit 3 three-pointers 
in a 71-62 loss to Iowa Central 
Community College.  In a 76 
to 50 win over Marshalltown, 
McKowen scored 16 points, 
including four three-pointers.
McKowen continues to excel 
on the court and in the classroom. 
She maintains a 4.0 grade point 
average and hopes to continue 
her educational and basketball 
career at a four-year school. 
DMACC- DMACC second year 
men’s basketball player Avery 
Tyler from Omaha has been 
chosen at the Iowa Community 
College Athletic Conference 
men’s division II basketball 
Athlete of the Week.
Tyler helped the #7 
nationally DMACC Bears in their 
91-85 overtime win against Iowa 
Central Community College.  
Tyler had 29 points, including 
five three-pointers for the Bears.
This is the second time this 
season that Tyler has been named 
the Athlete of the Week.
Tyler plans to attend a 
four-year school and continue 




Tyler, McKowen named scholar athletes of the week
DMACC Spring Golf Schedule
Feb. 25-26 @ Hardscrabble CC, Fort Smith, Ark. 
8:30 a.m. Shotgun
April 6-7 @ Ft. Dodge CC            
1 p.m. Sun.--8:30 a.m. Mon.
April 10 @ Marshalltown CC
April 14 @ Ft. Dodge CC
April 22 @ Iowa Lakes CC
Women’s Regional
April 25-26 @ Brooks Golf Course, Okoboji  
 
Men’s Regional
May 4-5 @ Ft. Dodge CC    
Women’s Nationals
May 12-15 @ LPGA International, Daytona Beach 
  
Men’s Nationals
May 19-22 @ Palm Valley Gold Course, Phoenix. 
 
Men’s & Women’s Basketball
Feb 06: Men & Women vs. Iowa Lakes
Feb 09: Men & Women vs. NIACC
Feb 11: Men’s Basketball vs. Simpson JV (rescheduled)
Feb 13: Men & Women  vs Southwestern 
Feb 16: Men’s Basketball vs Clinton 
Feb 16: Women vs Southeastern Keokuk
Feb 17: Women’s vs AIB
Feb 18: Men’s vs. Ellsworth  
Feb 20: Women’s Basketball vs. Marshalltown. 
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Over the past 10 years I have 
seen our nation become polarized 
and paralyzed in resolving any of 
the tough issues that plague our 
country.
Issues such as accessibility 
and affordability of healthcare, 
global warming and alternative 
fuel, campaign finance reform, 
international trade and job losses 
in the U.S., the current war(s), 
illegal immigration, and the 
recently declining economy have 
been torn to every extremity 
possible. The polarizing opinions 
in our political arena have 
paralyzed the government from 
initiating any real change of law 
or policy to affect real change for 
these issues.
How can we solve the 
difficult issue with such diverse 
opinions and ideas? We can look 
to our past and see that change 
follows compromise. Looking 
back to our founding fathers and 
their monumental task of writing 
our Constitution, we can see 
that they were also a group of 
diverse individuals with opposing 
political ideas. Yet, they worked 
tirelessly to have our Constitution 
recognize the importance of 
equal representation and the 
right to life and liberty for 
each citizen. Historically, our 
Constitution has been referred to 
a “bundle of compromises,” yet it 
doesn’t feel like a compromise to 
the average citizen. Through the 
process and spirit of compromise, 
our founding fathers achieved 
greatness with our constitution.
Our current political leaders 
could learn a lot from their 
predecessors.  The concept of 
compromise is made possible 
when we separate our personal 
beliefs from our obligation to 
represent every American in 
our pursuit to resolve a debate, 
and by separating our personal 
interests from the interests of the 
common good.   
Speak your mind
Dear Editor,
I’ve heard recently that William Meyers, a student 
at DMACC, is running for the congressional district 4. 
I would like to endorse him as my candidate. He seems 
to really have his finger on the pulse of what America 
and Iowa needs. I am really excited for his run.




A big example of the 
difficulty and pain associated 
with this task is the current 
debate regarding same sex 
marriage. Some people want 
to write a statement into our 
Constitution that defines marriage 
based on the Judeo-Christian 
belief that states marriage is 
between a man and a woman. 
But how would that statement 
relate to the non-Judeo-Christian 
population in our society? 
It would exclude any other 
definition of marriage.  More 
specifically, it would exclude a 
portion of our population that 
doesn’t have as narrow of a 
view of marriage as the Judeo-
Christian community. Which 
definition is correct or morally 
right? It is a passionate debate, 
but not a method to resolve this 
problem. Based on precedent, our 
Constitution is not exclusionary, 
but equates the same liberties to 
all Americans. 
Through the process 
and spirit of compromise we 
recognize our differences but 
institute policies and laws to 
reflect the equal rights of all 
citizens to pursue marriage based 
on their own definition. My 
personal opinion is that we need 
to separate church and state and 
let the state regulate the legal 
and tax status of couples, and 
let individual churches regulate 
which relationships they choose 
to recognize and bless.  
On a more global issue, 
finding alternative fuel needs to 
be mandated by our government. 
Most political figures recognize 
the need for alternative fuel, but 
no legislation has come forth 
requiring auto makers to stop 
making petroleum fueled cars 
by a specific date. I remember 
when we used to run our car on 
regular gas, and how frightening 
it was to be forced to switch to 
unleaded gasoline.  We had never 
tried it so we didn’t know how 
the new gas would affect our old 
car. But, because the government 
required automakers to make all 
automobiles and fuels unleaded, 
we went along with the change. 
We didn’t have a choice, and no 
problems resulted. The current 
political leaders have sought to 
protect the interests of the auto 
makers and the oil companies 
instead of accepting the challenge 
of implementing and enforcing 
needed environmental changes 
that not only affect the common 
good, but the global community.  
I am not saying that affecting 
change becomes easier through 
the idea of compromise, but 
through compromise, change 
does become possible. When 
people get together and identify a 
need for change, and demonstrate 
the spirit of compromise, 
creativity has the opportunity to 
flow. America has always been 
a leader in innovation and the 
expression of creativity.  Now, 
more than ever, our country 
needs its political and community 
leaders to accept the challenge 
of affecting positive change on 
many issues. They need to look 
back on our rich history for 
inspiration because we have been 
successful in the past. They need 
courage to move beyond these 
disagreements into the innovative 
environment of compromise. Our 
country needs self sacrificing, 
resourceful thinkers that can 
solve the problems and end 
the arguments that plague our 




Valentine’s Day is famous 
for flowers, chocolates and 
wines. For the inexperienced 
wine drinker, picking out a bottle 
for that special someone can be 
overwhelming. Here are a few 
tips for picking  out wine for 
Valentine’s Day and which foods 




Origin: North East Italy
Region: Gaggiano di Poggibonsi
Pairs well with: pizza (pepperoni, 
veggie) or pasta with tomato 
sauce.
This certified Chianti wine 
isn’t a typical “stuffed shirt” 
Chianti. This thick and satisfying 
wine has very strong blackberry 
and raspberry flavor that is really 
brought out when paired with 
chocolate.  The first taste has a 
rich zest to it that seems stronger 
then its sister wine; Tuscan red. 
The second sip has a berry taste 
leaving an almond aftertaste 
lingering. It is very dry but is 
saucy at the same time and has 
great possibility to stand out 




Origin: Northeast Italy 
Paris well with: Red meat or 
pasta with tomato sauce.
This interesting blend of 
Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Merlot create a surprisingly 
rich and unique blend of floral 
and fruit satisfaction. Much like 
the Chianti, this wine pairs well 
with pasta or can be enjoyed 
alone. Not for a light weight wine 
drinker, this velvety red mix is 
defiantly something you do not 
want to pass up.
Ware’s Warrior special reserve 
Porto: 
Origin: Portugal 
Cost: 750ml $23.99 or $14.49 
375ml
Region: Quinta da Cavadinha.
Pair well with: Bleu cheese, but 
beware! If you do not like bleu 
cheese to begin with, this pairing 
may leave you with a sour taste 
in your mouth. “It’s like putting 
hot fudge on top of ice cream,” 
wine club regular Susan Burke 
said about the mixture.
This well bodied sipping 
wine is the perfect accent to this 
bitterly cold weather. Despite the 
rocky temperatures toward the 
end of season, the grapes for this 
port turned out wonderfully. With 
its tart warmth and sweet taste 
it will leave the most cultured 
pallet craving a second trip to 
the glass. If you enjoy dry wines, 
this wine may not be for you. 
But if you are looking to kick 
back and relax with a sweet glass 
of wine and a book during this 
temperamental winter, then this 
one is for you.





Pair well with: Chicken, Pasta 
with Alfredo sauce, or lobster.
This wine is not like a 
typical chardonnay. The first 
taste is very smooth and dry with 
hints of pear and lemon, which 
is followed by an aftertaste of 
toasted vanilla with a hint of 
almond. The aftertaste promotes 
a desire to continue coming back 
to the glass. It is worth a try for 
any first timer to chardonnay 
because of its smooth and 
uncompromising taste. 
From the bottom of the wine glass
Compromises can lead to positive change
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Nebraska’s First and Fastest Growing College • Established in 1867• Peru, Nebraska • Member Institution of the Nebraska State College System
For course lists and more in
fo visit:
www.peru.edu
That’s just how we roll!
He lives blue and so can you
. Get a top-notch education 
for only $110 per credit hou
r for 
on-campus undergraduate c
ourses and $157 per credit 
hour for online undergradua
te 
courses.  That’s just how we
 roll. 
Gossips at DMACC                    by  amber  smith
